
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, LAW DIVISION 

 
LEHRAM CAPITAL INVESTMENTS, LTD. and 

DANIEL RODRIGUEZ,  

 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v.  
 

BAKER & MCKENZIE INTERNATIONAL, BAKER 

MCKENZIE, BAKER & MCKENZIE, LLP, and  

BAKER & MCKENZIE, 
 

Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 

)    Case No. 2018 L 012318 

) 

)    Hon. James E. Snyder 

) 

)     

) 

) 

) 

ORDER FOR VIDEOCONFERENCE PROTOCOLS 

By a prior order, a proceeding has been scheduled in this matter to be heard in courtroom 

2004 of the Richard J. Daley Center: July 14, 2020 at 9:00am on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Default 

Judgment and Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss, as well as status on the Forum Non Conveniens 

Motion. 

The Court is unable to conduct this proceeding in courtroom 2004 of the Richard J. Daley 

Center on that day, due to the ongoing COVID-19 emergency. The proceeding shall be 

conducted by videoconference, pursuant the Illinois Supreme Court Rules 45.  

This order contemplates a non-testimonial court proceeding.  

The Court appreciates the rapid adaptation to remote proceedings being made by counsel 

and parties. The Court appreciates and encourages the cooperation and ingenuity which has been 

shown by counsel in developing new approaches.  Parties are encouraged to confer and may 

propose specific agreed alternatives to these protocols which they believe may be appropriate to 

this proceeding.   

 



It is hereby ordered: 

1. Plaintiffs’ Motion for Default Judgment and Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss, as 

well as status on the Forum Non Conveniens Motion shall be heard as a remote proceeding. All 

court participants and the judge shall participate through use of video conference.  

Law Division Courtroom 2004 - Daley Center is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Lehram v. Baker & McKenzie hearing on Plaintiffs' Motion for Default Judgment, hearing 
on Defendants' Motion to Dismiss and status on Forum Non Conveniens Motion 
Time: Jul 14, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://circuitcourtofcookcounty.zoom.us/j/92156229825?pwd=NnJQMWVYNjdiTUZPU0xhRU9
FbDY4dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 921 5622 9825 
Password: 757461 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,92156229825# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,92156229825# US (New York) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 921 5622 9825 
Find your local number: https://circuitcourtofcookcounty.zoom.us/u/abwd5w0Xcd 
 
Join by SIP 
92156229825@zoomcrc.com 

 
Join by H.323 
162.255.37.11 (US West) 
162.255.36.11 (US East) 
Meeting ID: 921 5622 9825 
Password: 757461 
 



2. Illinois Supreme Court Rules authorize the court to shift or apportion costs associated 

with a telephone or video conference proceedings and to take whatever action is necessary to 

ensure that the cost of remote participation is not a barrier to accessing the courts. Each party 

shall bear its own costs unless ordered otherwise by the court in separate order. Parties are to be 

mindful of cost considerations and they are asked to assist the court in identifying ways that 

remote access can be used to eliminate barriers of access justice. Any party or participant may 

request the Court’s assistance in addressing any cost barrier to participation.   

3. A video conference proceeding shall allow the court, counsel for the participants, the 

parties, the court reporter and any testifying witness, while testifying (collectively, the 

“Participants”) to contemporaneously participate in the proceeding, each from separate locations, 

which shall include the ability for each Participant to be heard and to hear the other Participants 

at all times.  

4.  A video conference proceeding may be observed by the public by contacting the Court 

for public access or by connection to a link or access protocol listed in this order.  

5.  No person may make an audio or video recording of the proceeding without an order of 

the Court, other than an assigned Court Reporter as defined by the Court Reporters Act (705 

ILCS 70/1) and for purposes permitted under Illinois Supreme Court Rule 46. In addition to 

violating applicable laws, persons who record the proceedings without an order of court are in 

violation of this order and have committed said violation in the presence of the court presiding.  

6. The video conference shall allow the Court to see all Participants simultaneously such 

that the Court and court reporter will know who is speaking. Each Participant shall mute his or 

her microphone if not speaking/testifying. Each attorney appearing remotely must have 

telephone available, for use in the event of technical difficulty.  



7. Counsel shall ensure reasonable accommodations for Participants with disabilities which 

may affect their equal access to the proceedings and shall confer with the court for any assistance 

to accommodation. Any party or participant may request reasonable accommodation to 

participation.   

8. The witness’s video and audio feed shall be contemporaneously accessible by each of the 

Participants. In the event that the counsel for any party becomes aware or suspects that counsel 

or any Participant may have been disconnected from the video conference, such counsel shall 

promptly so state on the record and all questioning shall cease. Parties shall cooperate with 

respect to any delays occasioned by connectivity issues or the need to ensure that all counsel of 

record for any Party is participating in the hearing and the effect that it may have on proceedings 

where the court has ordered time limitations.  

9. Counsel and Participants may not use chat features or other system features to 

communicate with the court in any manner that unseen by the other participants or is otherwise 

an ex parte communication.  

10.  Any exhibits or other demonstrative evidence to be presented to the witness by any Party 

shall be provided to the all parties and the Court not less than 5 business days prior to the 

hearing. The parties shall advise the Court and seek a court resolution of any disagreement or 

objections to this protocol for presentation no less than 2 business days prior to the hearing. This 

process regards the sharing of documents and does not indicate a ruling regarding admissibility 

or waiver of arguments.  

11. At the commencement of the hearing and where otherwise appropriate, the Court may 

make findings that: (a) all Participants have indicated for the record that they can all see and hear 

the proceedings; and (b) counsel, the Parties and witnesses are visible and audible to the Court. 



12. No later than 24 hours prior to the proceeding counsel for each party shall test and ensure 

that technology to be used by their client and Participant appearing pursuant their request or 

subpoena is functional, appropriate for compliance with this protocol. Counsel shall ensure 

proper lighting and acoustics, such as to be visible to and easily heard by the other participants. 

Counsel shall ensure that any video conference systems or equipment are sufficiently understood 

by each Participant to allow participation. Counsel shall be responsible to ensure his or her own 

bandwidth, the proper functioning of equipment.  

13.   The prevailing party or such other party as the court shall direct shall submit a draft order 

of court in accordance with Illinois Supreme Court Rules 271 or 272 within one hour of the 

conclusion of any proceeding under this order, unless otherwise ordered by the court.  

All counsel of record or self-represented parties shall be included on any email communication 

with the Court Coordinator or Law Clerk.  

  Patricia Wisniewski, Court Coordinator: Patricia.Wisniewski@cookcountyil.gov 

Jonathon Dotson, Law Clerk: Jonathon.Dotson@cookcountyil.gov 

 

Entered: July 6, 2020 

James E. Snyder, Judge 
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